




Beijing Municipality Second Intermediate People’s Court 
Administrative Ruling 

 
(2013) Second Intermediate Administrative Initial Ruling No. 00872 

 
 Plaintiff Shi Hongping, female, born on October 12, 1955, Han ethnicity, lives at 
240 Xiaodongzhuang Guangmingdong Street, Shunyi District, Beijing Municipality.  
 
 Plaintiff Shi Hongping refused to accept “Reply to Government Information 
Regarding Disclosure Request” (hereafter “Reply”) issued by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the People’s Republic of China (International Division) on January 16, 2013, 
state document (2013) No. 20, and hence filed administrative litigation at the Court 
requesting revocation of the “Reply” and disclosure of the information requested.  
 
 Upon review, it is the view of this Court that the Plaintiff filing for administrative 
litigation must satisfy the litigation conditions stipulated by the law. According to the 
“Administrative Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China,” and relevant 
regulations of the Supreme People’s Court’s “Interpretation of Several Issues Regarding 
Implementing the ‘Administrative Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China,’” 
the Court cannot accept litigation brought by citizens against state actors [in areas] such 
as national defense and foreign affairs. When the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
People’s Republic of China represents the Chinese government in receiving Universal 
Periodic Review by the United Nation’s Human Rights Council, submitting a “National 
Human Rights Report” is a diplomatic action. The Plaintiff’s request that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs disclose information in the “National Human Rights Report” does not fall 
within the scope of acceptable administrative litigation, and thus it is not suable 
according to law. Therefore, the Plaintiff’s litigation should be accordingly rejected. In 
accordance with regulations in Part Four of Article 41 of the “Administrative Procedure 
Law of the People’s Republic of China,” and Part One of the first paragraph of Article 44 
of the Supreme People’s Court’s “Interpretation of Several Issues Regarding 
Implementing ‘Administrative Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China,’” the 
ruling is as follows: 
  
 The Court rejects Shi Hongping’s application to file litigation.  
 
 If this ruling is not accepted, an appeal may be submitted to the Beijing Municipal 
Superior People’s Court within 10 days of receiving the ruling.  
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